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Ayr family member plays one small step
in the Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969

With their medals are, from left, Kelsey Mitchell and Amelia Walsh.
Photo courtesy of Dave Holland, Canadian Olympic Committee

Amelia Walsh wins first Canadian
cycling medal at PanAm games
Ayr native Amelia Walsh
won a silver medal at the PanAm games on Thursday, August 1st in the Team Sprint,
which was Canada’s first medal in a cycling event.
“We took a pretty big risk
and put me up about four
inches on the front to see if we
could get any time back,” said
Walsh in a post on the Cycling
Canada website. “I think with
the conditions of the track, it
wasn’t a bad ride for us as a
team. I’m quite proud of it. A
medal is a medal, I’ll take it. I
competed in TORONTO 2015
in BMX and it wasn’t good at
all, so this is a very big step up.
I’m really happy.”
Along
with
teammate
Kelsey Mitchell of Alberta,

the team had a time of 34.096,
finishing less than one second
behind the Mexican team that
had a time of 33.424.
Mitchell went on to win a
gold medal in the Women’s
Sprint event, defeating teams
from Colombia and Mexico.
She also competed in the Keirin event where she placed
fifth.
Walsh also competed in the
gold medal round for Women’s
Sprint and placed seventh.
The Canadian cycling women’s team placed second overall in the standings.
The PanAm Games are being held in Lima, Peru and began on Friday, July 26th. The
closing ceremony is on Sunday,
August 11.

by Irene Schmidt-Adeney
In July, the 50th anniversary of the first lunar landing
was celebrated with grainy
black and white film footage of
the first moon walk broadcasted on media outlets.
People might not realize that
those first steps on the moon
might not have taken place if
it weren’t for a boy who spent
lazy summer days playing with
his model planes in Ayr.
In 1915, Theresa Goldie
gave birth to James Arthur
Chamberlin and he would become one of the “geniuses” of
the NASA space program.
Theresa Goldie was the
granddaughter of John Goldie,
who founded the former Goldie
Mill on Greenfield Road near
Ayr, and later helped build the
Gore mansion on Northumberland Street. The Gore was torn
down last year to make way for
a new residential development.
A magazine article, written
in the Canadian Weekly before
the famous lunar landing in
1969, emphasized the contribution of Chamberlin to the
space program.
“While Americans were still
rejoicing in John Glenn’s great
flight, Jim Chamberlin, the
Canadian jet wizard, emerged
as the most important figure in
the next phase of the U.S. space
race with Russia.”
“His genius for spacecraft
technology overawes the people

who work with him,” according to the article.
“I’ve been in this rocket
game ever since it started and
I’ve never seen anyone with
his ability,” said his American assistant Paul Sturtevant,
“Problems that confound other
engineers are solved by him
sometimes in a matter of minutes.”
Jim Chamberlin was described by his co-workers as a
“hulking man” of six feet, four
inches, with a “quiet modest
manner.”
“Among his few close friends,
he shows a rich sense of humor
and a warm personality,” said

the Canadian Weekly magazine.
At NASA, Chamberlin directed a staff of 160 engineers,
designers, and draftsmen, coordinating the work of 1,000
contractors to build the Gemini space capsule, at a cost of
$500-million.
NASA historian Chris Gainer said, “Chamberlin made
many direct contributions to
the success of Apollo. He was
one of the first people at NASA
to see that Apollo would succeed by using the lunar orbit
rendezvous flight mode, rather
than the direct flight mode fa...continued on page 2

Jim Chamberlin holding a toy airplane.
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voured at NASA in 1961, when
President Kennedy launched
the moon program.”
“He helped solve problems
with the Apollo Command and
Service Modules, the Lunar
Module, the extravehicular
mobility unit used by astronauts to walk on the moon,
and the Saturn rockets. Before
he left NASA in 1970, Chamberlin was involved in drawing up early design concepts
for the space shuttle,” Gainer
stated.
Chamberlin might not have
gone to NASA if the Canadian
government had not cancelled
the AVRO Arrow program.
He was the chief engineer of
the supersonic jet program
designed and built in Ontario
in the 1950s in a project sponsored by the government.
When the project was cancelled in 1959, Chamberlin was
among 25,000 people who were
now unemployed. A NASA recruiting agent arrived at the
Avro offices and scooped up 25
Canadian engineers, including Chamberlin. Within six
months, Chamberlin was promoted to chief of the NASA en-

gineering division.
And as they say, the rest is
history.
His mother Theresa Goldie was born in Ayr in 1889
and lived here until she was
21. She met Walter “Arthur”
Chamberlin, an architect born
in England, while visiting her
brother who lived in Toronto.
Theresa Goldie and Arthur
Chamberlin were married at
the Gore in February 1913.
“Aunt Tib (as Theresa was
known) once told me that
they’d carved their initials on
a tree at the Gore,” said David Kilgour, Theresa’s nephew.
“They spent their honeymoon
there (everyone else vacated it
for a few days).”
The couple moved to Kamloops, British Columbia for a
job opportunity, and son Jim
arrived in May 1915.
When WWI broke out, Arthur enlisted with the Canadian Field Artillery, 4th Brigade
and became a gunner.
Not one to be left behind,
Theresa and her young son
Jim followed her husband to
England where she stayed
while her husband fought in

the war.
“She was what used to be
called a formidable woman,”
said Kilgour. “A founder of the
Women Electors in Toronto (a
suffragette movement) and the
first woman to serve as chair of
the Toronto Library Board.”
Tragically, Arthur was killed
in France in May 1918.
In a Goldie family history,
Theresa said, “In 1915, I went
to England to be near my husband, and there I saw biplanes
being put to military use for
the first time.”
“Just after the War, back
in Canada, I took my son Jim
to see the planes at Armour
Heights (in Toronto). As soon
as he was lifted into a cockpit
he fell in love with planes and
everything about them, a love
which later led him to Avro
and NASA.”
Theresa remarried and lived
in Toronto where she died in
1984 at the age of 94. She is
buried in the Goldie plot at the
Ayr Cemetery.
Jim graduated from the
University of Toronto with a
degree in mechanical engineering and also from the Imperial
College in London, England,
graduating in 1939.
During WWII, he worked
briefly in England for aircraft
company Martin-Baker, known
for its development of the ejection seat. He then went to
work on the production of the
British Avro Anson in Montreal. He was the chief engineer
of an anti-submarine aircraft
program in Nova Scotia, and
then worked on the Noorduyn
Norseman, a plane used by the
military as a utility transport
plane because of its ability to
land on rough surfaces.
In 1946, Chamberlin joined
the Avro Arrow team in Toronto.
During this time he married Ella and had two children,
Shirley (Ditloff) and Arthur.
After he joined NASA in
1959, he never lived in Canada
again, but always kept in touch
with his relatives in Toronto.
Chamberlin became an
American citizen in 1964.
He left the NASA space program in 1970, one year after
the first moon walk, and went
to work for McDonnell Douglas Astronautics, the company
that won the contract for the
space shuttle.

Jim Chamberlin and Theresa Goldie in a photo taken at the former
Gore Mansion in Ayr.
Photos courtesy of the Goldie family
In March 1981, Chamberlin
died in Houston at the age of
65.
He achieved many honours
for his work at NASA including the Exceptional Scientific
Achievement Medal, the Exceptional Service Medal, and
the Exceptional Engineering
Achievement Medal for his
work on space shuttle.
In 2001, Chamberlin was inducted into Canada¹s Aviation
Hall of Fame.
His son Arthur, and several
other members of the Goldie
family visited the community
in September 2014 for the
designation ceremony when
Greenfield became a Heritage

WWI picture of Walter “Arthur” Chamberlin taken in France.
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Conservation District. It was
designated, for the most part,
because of the mill houses that
remain on the road close to the
former Goldie Mill.
“I still live in Houston and
have always visited Toronto
once a year and occasionally
more often since we came to
the U.S. in 1959,” said Arthur.
“I have always enjoyed keeping in touch with my cousins
and a few friends who still live
in or near Toronto.”
***
The Ayr News would like to
thank members of the Goldie
family who provided pictures,
articles and comments for this
article.

