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The Staff at the Ayr News wishes
everyone a Happy Canada Day!
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A message from MPP Will Bouma…..

Truth and Reconciliation
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...from previous page
remains of a Neutral village
that have survived. Archeology studies say that the fortified village was inhabited
from about 1500 until 1650
with about 800 residents. Two
rings of earth were built up
into mounds and topped by a
spiked wooden palisade. Water flowed between the earth
mounds, forming a moat.
The Algonkian and Iroquoian Nations neither feared
not felt inferior to the Europeans arriving in the New
World. The Algonkians enabled the early French explorers to survive and succeed.
In return, the French traded furs for guns.
The First Nations taught
the Europeans many skills:
herbal medicines, survival
in the new land, the water
routes, the art of canoeing and
snowshoeing, the cultivation
of corn, beans, squash and
tobacco. In return, the Europeans offered tools, weapons,
cloth and beads. Agricultural
pursuits were to change, encouraged by the newcomer’s

zeal to Europeanize the Native people’s beliefs and customs, and to establish a new
economy – the fur trade.
As native people came to
know Europeans better, they
became more familiar with
the range of goods that they
could obtain for the exchange
of furs. While they sought copper and tin ornaments and
glass beads, they also began
to value iron cutting tools,
which they recognized as being superior to their stone and
bone implements. The total
acceptance of all the trade
goods the Europeans had to
offer was a gradual process.
Fishing hooks, awls, knife
blades, and even iron axes
were re-worked to accommodate the preference of the Native peoples.
While the French traded
mostly with the Algonquin,
they began to realize that
the Neutrals might also be
a valuable trading partner.
This angered the Algonquin
who wanted a monopoly on
the commerce. This factor and
two more radically changed

the landscape of Iroquois nations in the years leading up
to 1650.
A famine struck the area
and crops failed. The Neutrals
abandoned their long houses,
their property and their country looking for food. In their
weakened physical state, they
were unable to stave off disease that had been introduced
by the French.
It is said that either the Algonquin (or the Mohawks or
Senecas) were also weakened
and needed two things to survive – the aggregate and women. And they had the guns.
It is documented that
around 1650 they came for the
Neutrals. In their weakened
state, the once strong and
powerful Neutrals had been
reduced to a fraction of their
population and were fodder
for the invading force. The invaders took their young women, and slaughtered the rest.
They left the area abandoned.
For generations afterward,
there were reports of Neutral
women found living as captives with the Seneca, the
Onondaga, and among ‘the
Iroquois’, who could have
been any number of Nations.
It would appear that like furs,
the women were traded for
food.
Growing up in Ayr, a rite of
spring for our family was riding on the tractor with Alec
McLeod at the wheel plowing
his fields that today are the
area of Water Street and Colonial Drive. Our game was
to search for what we called
‘arrowheads’, but were probably spearheads and tools. We

A Neutral comb made of antler. Woodland Cultural Centre.

Map of Iroquoian homelands. Iroquois, Art, Power, and History
(Neal B. Keating)
could have been collecting artifacts from a Neutral village,
we will never know. Our collection disappeared after the
farm was sold to become the
Scott Subdivision.
Note: Some information for

this story was taken from the
Neutral exhibit at the Woodland Cultural Centre in Brantford; Iroquois: Art, Power, and
History by Neal B. Keating;
and plaques at the Southwold
Earthworks.

Southwold Earthworks near St. Thomas shows the remains of a
Neutral fortified village for that was occupied for 150 years.

Six Nations recognizes Truth and
Reconciliation Day as Statutory Holiday
This year, the federal government declared September 30 as
Truth and Reconciliation Day (Orange Shirt Day), an annual
national statutory holiday to recognize the negative impact of
residential schools on First Nations, Inuit and Métis people.
However, it was up to each province to declare a provincial holiday, and so far, Ontario has not done that.
“Despite the Ontario government’s decision not to recognize
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation as a provincial holiday, Six Nations will be treating September 30 as a day to honour Residential School Survivors and the children who never
made it home,” according to a press release. “All Six Nations of
the Grand River Elected Council employees will be given the
day off and are encouraged to wear orange the week of September 27 leading up to Orange Shirt Day.”

The County of Brant honours the National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation. We
recognize the ongoing trauma caused by
residential and day schools, and remember
those who were lost, survivors and their
families.
“We encourage all citizens to
take action to become better
educated about this tragic
history and to build a better
future together. Reconciliation
is the responsibility of every
Canadian.”

Six Nations firefighters raise funds for
the Save the Evidence Campaign

A firefighting crew at Six Nations on the Grand River is
running 500 kilometres over the month of September to raise
$5,000 for the Woodland Culture Centre’s ‘Save the Evidence
Campaign’. The campaign is raising funds to renovate the former Mohawk Institute that was a residential school.
“To ensure this history of Canada’s residential schools is
never forgotten,” said spokesperson Amy Williams.
On September 30, The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, their platoon will walk from the Woodland Culture
Centre to Chiefswood Park.
To make a donation visit ca.gofundme.com and search for
“redplatoon-every-child-matters”.

Mayor of the County of Brant,
David Bailey
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