The Golden Age of the Goldie Family
and Greenfield Village
By Rachel Morgan Redshaw

beautiful and strong home” as was mentioned by Theresa Goldie Falkner,
granddaughter of John Goldie.
In the same year the Great Western Railway came into existence
which helped goods and products reach a greater market. Profits began to
increase with the start of the Crimean War which began that year until
1856 as well as the American Civil War which began in 1861 to 1865. The
wars created a greater demand and rise in Canadian process. By 1865, a
larger mill was needed and so therein was more water power.
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Today the remnants of the Greenfield community created by the Goldie
family are marked by an old flour mill, homes of the Goldie family and
a few salt box cottages. The cottages rest along the Nith River, sitting
quaintly as they did when they were first completed marking the golden
age of the Goldie enterprise.
John Goldie, the founder of Greenfield Village, was born in a parish in
Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland in 1793. He was a claimed botanist and
became involved in the Botanic Gardens of Glasgow in his twenties where
he met David Douglas to which the Douglas Fir was named after. He was
fascinated by flora and is noted as being quite adventurous in his travels,
travelling as far as Russia to discover new species and record them in his
books. He was to be chosen for an expedition in the Congo however was
replaced by another man, luckily as the man who took his spot soon after
his arrival died from fever and malnutrition.
John became so intrigued in the matters of flora that he soon began
pondering of explorations to new places. One day a stout English man by the
name of William Jackson Hooker, a botanist professor at the University of
Glasgow, brought upon him an offer. He proposed that he come to Canada
and study plants around the Great Lake region. So in 1817 he departed
and for two years he trampled through forests and rivers, inspecting and
collecting different species. To imagine the land at that time could easily
be explained in terms of intense forestry, simply walking on local nature
paths in the North Dumfries area one can imagine the conditions he would
have endured. One day as he was treading through some woods he came
upon a new species of fern which Professor Hooker named in his honour
aspidium goldianum hook. By 1819, two years since his departure on his
expedition he had collected fourteen species, three of which were new to
the science which he discovered near Lake Simcoe. He documented his
journey in his Diary of a Journey through Upper Canada and Some of the
New England States 1819, which was not properly published until 1967.
In 1824 and 1830 he took botanic trips to Russia and was offered by
the Russian government a position to document the flora of newly gained
territory however he had to decline as he was busy with a project he
had started at Wrightfield near Robbie Burns’ cottage. His diaries that
documented his audacious adventures were unfortunately ruined in a fire
that destroyed his home in Greenfield.
In 1833 he proceeded on to his second North American expedition.
Becoming greatly fond of the area in 1844 he decided to bring his wife,
Margaret Ballantyne Smith of Monkwood Grove, Ayrshire, his two sons
and four daughters to a quaint farm beside the Nith River close to the
town of Ayr. This they called Greenfield as it was related to a nursery
near their former home in Scotland. Two of his other sons William and
James went to the United States two years before the family travelled to
Canada, however James returned to settle in Guelph.
An article called John Goldie: Paper on Life History of Early Ayr
Settlers by Rosewell Goldie in the early 1900’s describes the hardships
the Goldie family encountered. Money and paid work is described as being
scarce and subsistence farming tiring at the early stages in Canada as he
explains in his diary, “-William and I have been very busy rooting out pine
stumps and have made a considerable clearance. I would strongly advise
against buying a wagon, as John (his son) can make what we want in that
way, and money is wanted to pay for our land. He has made several beds
and other things and is likely to get plenty of work, but the evil is that the
cash is not easily gotten”.
In the winter of 1846-47 he discusses the hardship that they had suffered
from the snow and the death of William Dickson, when he “expressed
his uneasiness as to what would follow the circumstance, and wished
that all the indebtedness for the land was paid”. In 1847 a detrimental
thunderstorm with hail damaged their fruit trees and vegetable garden;
they soon tried to find another means of funds.
In due course John Goldie Jr. and his friend Thomas Fulton decided to
begin their own business by building a saw-mill on Eden Creek which has
since been covered by the waters of the Greenfield Dam. Unfortunately,
the business was not successful and so the men tried in 1848 to draw
out plans for an oatmeal mill. Samuel Austin from the nearby town Ayr
was a millwright and promised to work for free until the mill started
to gain profit as long as he was given food and shelter. Business began
flourishing and a flour mill was built to complement the oatmeal mill. A
new plan was given to these mills by a horizontally placed water-wheel.
John Goldie Sr. was interested in studying flora and farm life became
quite a burden for him. He built a log home and he had his own small
nursery for himself at the farm tending to it and making detailed records.
The log home burned in 1854 to which he lost his records and the only
family Bible.
Following the fire they built a brick house over the ruins, this home
became known as the ‘Greenfield Manor House’ or ‘The Brick House’. “A

David Goldie, a son of John Goldie Sr., made an agreement with a
contractor from London to cut a raceway from the dam across from the
Nith River for a new mill. Workers were paid 75 cents a day. Some were
said to have been deserters from the United States who left to relieve
themselves from pressures to fight in wars.
The salt box cottages that line the Nith River were built in the 1860’s to
house such workers for the company.   Built on Lots 37 and 38 Concession
9, Peter Stokes, the architect that was in charge of the renovation of Galt
City Hall claimed “-Greenfield’s row of white salt-box cottages completely
contradicted the usual architectural theory that every house in a city
block has to be different. Here is a row of matching houses and the overall
effect is very delightful.”
The pattern of the new mill was designed by John Goldie using a turbine
water-wheel. Things were all well until the great disastrous flood of 1883.
The raging currents pushed through the north end of the dam and flood
gates and as a result the mill was closed. But the Goldie brothers did
not give up. They returned repairing the mill under improved standards.
They introduced two head gates, a dyke and steam power which would
benefit the company during times of low water
By 1889, business was booming. The mill was running at full capacity
which produced an output of 400 barrels a day which when calculated
annually summed up to 125,000 barrels. It is noted that more than 1000
railway cars were loaded and unloaded with Goldie product. The trademark
of Goldie Star Flour became especially famous in the Maritimes where
ninety percent of their flour was sold. In the 1890’s due to expanding
production a two-storey brick building was constructed and later on two
more mills which were situated on Bruce Street and Ainslie in Galt and
the other at the village of Highgate.
His sons led on to various distinguished positions such as physicians
and business men, although one of his, David Goldie Jr. drowned in the
Nith at the age of 12 which is dedicated by the fountain downtown Ayr.
One of the homes that still stand today was of David Goldie. Needing a
home he purchased one from a neighbour Adam Hazel in 1860. The home
was built in 1831 and is known by a few names like ‘The River House’
or ‘The White House’. Nine years later David married a young woman
named Isabella. The home was dear to them as it was where they bore
six of their ten children. The home fell into many hands, at one point left
vacant and vulnerable to vandalism. It was restored by Erwin and Helen
Rung and designated under the Ontario Heritage Act on November 22,
1990 by Mary-Jean and Christopher Page so that it may be protected as an
important home in the history of Greenfield Village and North Dumfries.
Mary-Jean Page, a historian herself, provided me with a personal tour
of Greenfield Village. First, she showed me her home that was decorated
quaintly with antiques of all sorts and chatting over a cup of tea she told
me some information about the Goldie family and Greenfield Village as
she was well aware of it having published an article based upon both. She
then offered to take me for the tour.
Amongst the long grass we trudged up to the old mill that stood hidden
within the forestry. Lonely it looked and slightly worn by years of weather
and wear. She then took me past the salt-box cottages, each individually
decorated in their own way.
In 1976, Erwin and Helen Rung had decided to spend their time and
efforts in restoring the buildings at the time they bought the River House.
Eight years later the buildings were restored. Since then the buildings

have been sold to other home owners.
When David Goldie moved from the River House to their newer home
‘The Gore’ on Northumberland Street John Goldie Sr. came along.
There they lived out many memories as was recorded in Theresa Goldie
Falkner’s account. John Goldie Sr.’s presence can still be seen in the
various trees of two Douglas Firs in honour of his dear friend, large
Norway spruces, a copper beech, hemlock and some large maples on the
plot where the remainder of the Gore stands. Eventually, he began to
‘weary to be away’. In 1887, Mr. John Goldie Sr. died in his 94th year
of stomach cancer to which Theresa’s mother said, “Happy I know he is
with his Saviour and his God who ruled his life”.
The business was incorporated under the Goldie Milling Company a
month before John’s death leaving the company into the hands of his
sons. David Goldie took over the company building a massive one of six
storeys “-solidly constructed of native material, equipped with seven
stones, was the admiration of the countryside” He was noted as being
“- a trusted adviser, who charged nothing for his advice”.
When David Goldie died in 1894, his sons George, Herbert and John
Goldie Jr. took over the business advised by their father’s dear friend
and Secretary Robert Neilson. Their family business became “-one of the
largest and most successful of its kind in Ontario”.
Eventually the Goldie Milling Company business left the Goldie family
and was sold to Canada Cereal and Milling Co. Ltd. in 1910 and twelve
years later to Hecker H-O Company of Canada Ltd. Other businesses
such as breakfast cereal ‘Force’ was produced at the mill however much
of the market was in Europe and when WWII began it was soon shut
down. Various businesses have taken it over to the present day.
Greenfield Village has changed and grown however the tight-knit
community that it began as still continues on. A plaque was erected in
dedication to Greenfield village by the heritage committee and Ontario
Heritage Foundation in March of 2004. Greenfield Village incorporates
many memories of the Goldie family and industry and persists as a
vibrant and important part of our community. And although the golden
age of the Goldie family and company has faded away with time, from
flour to flora they are still remembered as a period of fortune and fame
for the area of North Dumfries.
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